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is kindled and released, it can penetrate the six wheels and
the three obstructing knots and reach the highest
conceivable point of Bindu in Sahasrara. That is why he
assumes the form of a dwarf. As the Lord of fulfilment
and intellect he has two wives Siddhi and Buddhi. While
Subrahmanya is the commander of Deva Sena or the
Battalion of Gods; Ganapathi is in charge of Siva Ganas and
Bhuta ganas.
Ganesa is worshipped in different ways such as 1.
Maha Ganapathi, 2. Haridra Ganapathi, 3. Uchista
Ganapathi, 4. Navaneetha Ganapathi, 5. Swarna Ganapathi,
6. Santhana Ganapathi. Several temples enshrine
Ganapathi in various forms, such as Balaganapathi, Taruna
Ganapathi, Bhaktha Ganapathi, Veera Ganapathi, Sakthi
Ganapathi, Dwija Ganapathi, Siddi Ganapathi, Uchista
Ganapathi, Vighna Ganapathi, Kshipra Ganapathi,
Heramba Ganapathi, Lakshmi Ganapathi, Maha Ganapathi,
Vijaya Ganapathi, Nrithya Ganapathi and Urthwa
Ganapathi. He has four,five,six, eight or even ten hands,
with different weapons or signs (mudras). Special mention
has to be made of Yoga Ganapathi at Pillayarpatti, Ramnad
District, Ucchi Ganapathi on the top of a hill in Trichirapalli
and Patala Ganapathi deep down in the basement chamber
in Srikalahasti temple.
The following is the legend connected with this shrine
as narrated by Romasa to Bharadwaja in Srikalahasti Stala
Purana.
Once Parvathi decided to perform severe tapas at
Srikalahasti before reaching Kailasa. In order to ward off
obstacles she invoked the help of her own son Ganapathi
to keep gaurd and conferred the following attributes on him
1, Papaharaka 1 Vighna Haari 3. Parvathipujitha and 4.
Pustika. At that time a demon called Gajasura was causing
havoc on earth and came to distrub the meditation of
Parvathi. This Pusti Ganapathi chased Gajasura to Pathala